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ble for this people in the future. Their sufferings have
touched the whole world. The obligation to restore them
has been given by the first powers of the world, and it
is no unhonorable thing to ask the world—and by 'the
world' I mean the Allied Powers in the recent War—
to show their interest in the future of that country."
The plight of the Armenians was obviously not helped
by the separate conflicting claims of their own race, but
was certainly made even worse by the array of secret
agreements between the Arabs, British, French, Italians,
and Tsarist Eussia. Diplomats have told me that they
have been at a loss to harmonize the interests and desires
of the group representing the provinces around the
Turko-Russian frontier and that of the equally emphatic
Cilician Armenian group. The former was represented
by a noted poet, Avetis Aharonian; the latter by a promi-
nent Egyptian landowner, Boghos Nubar Pasha. The
proposal for a unified administration over Turkey, sug-
gested by the King-Crane Mission as well as the Harbord
Mission, met with bitter attacks. This solution was ob-
viously in contravention to the self-determination idea, a
"Western conception which had the expressed approval of
Western officialdom. The difficulties arose partly be-
cause the Armenian delegations asked for more territory
than they could maintain without foreign intervention,
and partly because of a clash in arriving at a solution of
strategic, imperialistic, and national claims or desires
on the part of the conquerors. The Allies left the peo-
ples of Russian Armenia and of the vilayets (provinces)
of Eastern Anatolia to the mercies of Bolshevist Russia
and Kemalist Turkey. The Cilician Armenians were
confronted with the French share in the Sykes-Picot
secret treaty (1916) between Great Britain and France.
France, to block British designs and to prevent possible
further military reverses from the Kemalists in Cilicia,
disowned her Armenian legions, and gave no further

